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ACADEMIC NOTES— 


cupied. Such events are becoming almost 
commonplace. Ed. Coman predicted occu- 
pancy of the new building at Riverside by 
press time. He reports that the book collec- 
tion is looking healthy and that the staff 
of nine will be up to 12 by next January 
with the addition of three more librarians. 

The rest of us who must continue to toil 
in makeshift quarters or marble halls might 
take comfort in the thought of how long 
such places as the Bodleian have been in 
their buildings. They'd probably be up in 
arms at the suggestion that it was “time for 
a change!” 


Edwin H. 


Carlos, Southern Californiac 


Raymond F. 


Must We Keep Up With The 


Toward Library Develop- 


STANDARDS— 


Unhappily there is no particularly light 
and breezy way to approach the stand- 
ards. They are a pretty serious business, 
and the most friendly discussion about 
them is bound at some spots to develop 
heat. Frankly, I think that’s a good thing. 
Certainly the Sacramento Workshop was 
no place for an over-sensitive plant to 
flourish, and the climate at Stockton may 
turn unseasonably warm when a thousand 
critical librarians attempt to come to exact 
agreement. 


The Workshop participants hope that 
the general membership of CLA will 
realize that the proposed standards were 
not arrived at casually or dictatorily, but 
that they represent the serious and dis- 
tilled judgment of a representative group 
of experienced librarians. We welcome 
criticism of our product from every pos- 
sible angle, although we cannot forget 
two lessons we have learned or re-learned. 
First, no matter how much work and 
effort we put into such a difficult and 
complex subject, there can never, and 
probably should never, be unanimous 
agreement. The product of our labors is 
bound, in the end, to be a compromise 
among many elements and many people 
who have at least slightly conflicting 
ideas. Second, the librarians of the state 
will tend to fall into two groups. The 
first group will sincerely believe in and 
defend the level of library service that 
now exists, and will feel that with a 
little further perfecting and additional 
financing we should be content with our 
achievements. The other group, and I 
am among its members, believe that, 
with due respect to the many outstanding 
city and county libraries we have now, we 
can afford to raise our sights to the very 
highest levels. 

It is my sincere conviction that as a 
whole the librarians of California have 
the ability, intelligence and drive to carry 
out a program that will place our libraries 
at an undisputed top level of coverage and 
performance. The people of California 
will use and can afford library service of 
a high order. It will take our united 
leadership to produce it for them. 





